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{Abstract>

Right modification of a historical view through the compilation of
the biographies of the Gorveosa ("=fES, %1% by the Joseon Dynasty

Yoon, Hoon-Pyo"

The Goryeosa is a formal history book of the Goryeo dynasty era written in
annalistic form, The annalistic form is a historic descriptive form that comprise
basic annals, biographies, treatises, tables, etc. Among them, the basic annals and
biographies are the most significant,

The compilation of the Goryeosa started right after the establishment of the
Joseon dynasty., However, even after a while and several processes of
documentation, the book could not be completed, As the historic description system
converged towards the annalistic form, was finally completed in August 1451.

In the Goryeosa, sega (IH%, the history of feudal lords) was used instead of
bon-gi (A in the basic annals, Although, this caused no big change in character
and it only downgraded the focus of the bood from the history of the emperor
to the history of feudal lords, it caused many issues with the expressions.

The most serious issue was that in the basic annals, the lyrics for the 32nd
king, King U (T, {2 1374~1388), and for the 33rd king, King Chang (£,
{7 1388~1389), were deleted in order to insert biographies, As a result, the
status of the biographies was significantly upgraded, That is, they had to absorb
part of the function of the basic annals and to play a systemizing role for the
overall Goryeosa.

The biographies are categorized and sorted as per the stages of establishment
and keeping, repairing, and perishing. They were as composed so as to cover

the rise and fall of the Goryeo dynasty, At the perishing stage in particular, the

* Member of The Historical Society of History and Practical Learning, Seoul, Korea.
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book focused on its falling apart due to its self-contradictory character. For those
reasons, the establishment of the Joseon dynasty was inevitable and the Goryeosa

tried to justify it in historic terms.

Key Words: Goryeosa, annalistic form, sega (TH5), biographies, King U
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